For immediate release
Canadian and French Mathematicians to Join Forces in a Unique Initiative Announced Today by Prime Ministers Harper and Fillon
Joint work to help strengthen computer network security world-wide 

and diagnose and treat diseases such as cancer

Ottawa, ON, July 2, 2008 – The Canadian and French governments unveiled today what they believe adds up to a winning formula.  Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper and French Prime Minister François Fillon announced a unique collaboration between Canadian and French mathematicians on key issues of information and communication security and health at a ceremony this afternoon on Parliament Hill. 

The two prime ministers signed a joint declaration recognizing a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between MITACS - the Mathematics of Information Technology and Complex Systems, a Canadian Network of Centres of Excellence – and INRIA – L’institut national de recherche en informatique et en automatique, the French national institute for research in computer science and control. 

Under the terms of the MOU, MITACS and INRIA will hold joint workshops, support graduate student exchanges between French and Canadian universities and one to three month research visits for both junior and senior mathematicians to visit the other country. Canadian scientists will benefit from unprecedented contact with leading French mathematicians and industry partners and the resulting research innovations. 
“MITACS is honoured that Prime Ministers Harper and Fillon will recognize this new research collaboration between French and Canadian mathematical scientists,” said Dr. Arvind Gupta, Scientific Director of MITACS. “The universality of mathematics as the language of science and technology will foster the exchange of ideas and strategies to combat some of the most challenging issues of our time.”

The relationship between the two research organizations began in April 2007 as part of MITACS newly-created international program, which aimed to connect the organization with its counterparts around the globe.  After a successful first meeting in December 2007, where math experts met in Vancouver to discuss how to strengthen the security of information and computer networks around the globe, it was decided to formalize the collaborative relationship between INRIA and MITACS. 

The two organizations will also collaborate on issues related to health, furthering the development of mathematical models to help to characterize, diagnose and treat disease such as cancer. Mathematical models are used by scientists to better understand the complex processes within the human body and how these processes relate to a person’s health.

MITACS brings together math researchers and companies together in a collaborative effort to solve industry challenges that affect Canadian industry and society. Its research focuses on developing mathematical solutions in five of the economy’s fastest growing sectors: biomedical and health, environment and natural resources, information processing, risk and finance and communication, networks and security. Each MITACS research project partners academic scientists and their graduate students from universities across the country with Canadian organizations such as Bell Canada, Bombardier Aerospace, TELUS Corp, Ballard Power Systems, IBM Canada and Alcatel-Lucent. 

INRIA, the French national institute for research in computer science and control, is dedicated to fundamental and applied research in information and communication science and technology. The Institute also plays a major role in technology transfer by fostering training through research, diffusion of scientific and technical information, development, as well as providing expert advice and participating in international programs.
About MITACS

MITACS (www.mitacs.ca) is a Network of Centres of Excellence (NCE) for the mathematical sciences hosted by Simon Fraser University in Burnaby, B.C. The only Canadian organization of its kind, it focuses on developing mathematical solutions in five of the economy’s fastest growing sectors: biomedical and health, environment and natural resources, information processing, risk and finance and communication, networks and security. Each MITACS research project partners academic scientists and their graduate students from universities across the country with Canadian organizations. 
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